Middle School Poetry Recitation Competition
Background (source Michael Knox Beran City Journal)
It wasn’t so long ago that kids in public schools form Boston to San Francisco committed poems like Shelley’s “To a Skylark” and Tennyson’s “Ulysses” to memory.  They declaimed passages from Shakespeare and Wordsworth, the Psalms and the Declaration of Independence.  Even in the earliest grades they got by heart snippets of “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” or “Abou Ben Adhem.”  By 1970, however, this tradition was largely dead.
The recitation of classic utterances is part of a tradition of learning that dates back to Classical antiquity.  It awakens the mind, teaches rhythmic patterns, opens eyes to history, and teaches mastery of language and culture.

Competition
A recitation contest for Middle School age children is offered each school year in February.
Students are expected to memorize and recite a classic or famous poem (or 2 poems, or portion of longer poem), 2 ½ - 3 minutes in total length.  All pieces are to be pre-approved by the organizing committee. Good sources of authors are: the Poetry Out Loud Web-site (www.poetryoutloud.org) , One Hundred and One Famous Poems by Roy Cook (available at Amazon.com), and The Classic Hundred: All-Time Favorite Poems, edited by William Harmon.
Judging is based on a scoring sheet that would judge everything from poise and presentation, to voice and intonation. The students are encouraged to “act with their voices” but, are not to be theatrical. There is to be a panel of judges so as to keep the process unbiased.  

Qualifying rounds are to be held in each middle school, and their top 4 students will be allowed to compete in the county competition.  Schools may send applications for 4 students and an application for an alternate.  
Prizes: 
1st-$150,  2nd-$140,  3rd-$130,  4th-$120,  5th-$110,  6th-$100,  7th-$90,  8th-$80,  9th-$70,  

10th-$60, 11th-$50  
Calendar:

Late October
Recitation Packets to teachers

January 6
Recitation Applications Due from Schools

January 13 
Resubmits Due

February 25
Recitation Competition at Ed Center; 


9am registration, 9:30 competition begins
