
When the annual Sculpture Celebration 
began in Caldwell County in 1985, few 
could have imagined the impressive 
collection we enjoy today. 

When Dr. Henry Michaux, a Lenoir native and sculpture 
professor at the University of South Carolina, envisioned 
the Sculpture Celebration he hoped to encourage citizens 
to enjoy an  under-utilized park as much as to celebrate 
sculpture. Collaboration with Parks and Recreation Director 
Sam Sturgis and Arts Council Executive Director Liza Plaster 
made the Sculpture Celebration a reality and Caldwell County 
was on its way toward owning a most remarkable and varied 
sculpture collection.

Held annually on the first Saturday after Labor Day in J. E. 
Broyhill Park, this event draws sculptors from across the 
southeastern United States and is recognized nationally. 

The first three pieces of the collection were purchased in 
1986. One, the metal “Pig” weather-vane, sits atop the 
Caldwell Arts Council in Lenoir.  Over the years, privately 
funded acquisitions have been purchased from artists at the 
celebration. Three pieces are commissioned works.  

The Celebration and the permanent collection have been 
featured in North Carolina’s Our State magazine, on a UNC-
TV special, noted in the Orlando Sentinel, and dubbed by the 
Charlotte Observer as the place “where sculpture reigns.”

A study by Appalachian State University in 2006 confirmed 
that Caldwell County has the largest collection of permanent 
public outdoor sculpture of any community of its population 
in the United States.

In a recent study by the Chamber of Commerce, the 
collection was identified as a “phenomenal collection 
of assets”  that  sets Caldwell County apart from other 
counties in the region and is a reflection of our history of 
craftsmanship. 

More than half the collection is outdoors for easy access to 
locals and visitors, and many of the indoor pieces are also 
accessible, though primarily on weekdays.

*Internationally recognized sculptor Thomas Sayre

On the cover: West Wind Sentinel, Mike Roig
Inside panel, clockwise from top left: Leaving Anger, Heather 
Alexander; Passages, Marvin Tadlock, and Totemic IV, Glenn Phifer.
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“[This] is small town North Carolina and yet 

here is a collection of 77 works which have 

been lovingly assembled for a sustained 

period of time.”*
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1
Pig 
by Glen Gardner
Caldwell Arts Council

Metal; one of the first pieces 
Acquired, it now sits atop the 
Caldwell Arts Council

2
Four Trumpets 
by Adam Bradshaw
Caldwell Arts Council

Painted steel; Has brought 
attention to the Arts Council

3
The Meltdown
by Mark Potter
Caldwell Arts Council

created at the end of the Cold 
War, depicts the Soviet Union’s 
hammer and sickle draped in 
the American flag

4
Finish Line
by Jim Weitzel
Caldwell Arts Council

Tile; Idea came from folding a 
photo of a checkered flag

5
Keepers of 
the WilD**
by Jane Tucker
Caldwell Senior Center

Realistic bronze piece

6
Interrupted 
Column
by Marvin Tadlock
corner of Mulberry & Pennton

Metal; tilted cubes interrupt 
the rectangles

7
In Other 
Words Fly
by Gretchen Lothrop
Caldwell Memorial Hospital

“Fly” used to mean cool, 
a piece “cool enough to fly”

8
Whippet**
by Chris Gabriel
Caldwell Memorial Hospital

traditional bronze piece 
meant to capture the tense, 
alert qualities of this breed

9
Daedalus
by Scott Strader
Caldwell Family Care Center

Aluminum; could this piece be 
related to the Greek myth 
of Icarus?

10 & 11
Special Delivery*
Medium-sized Bird*
by Stefan Bonitz
Davenport School

Artist works almost solely 
with found objects. Medium-
Sized bird keeps watch over 
the playground

12
Amaryllis 
Architecturalis
by Vega Metals
LHS Apartments (old Lenoir High 
School)

Steel; composed by 3 artists 
combining ideas and talents

13
Untitled
by Dan Howachyn
Lenoir Police Department

Abstract piece made from 
marble and steel 

14
While I Close 
My Eyes
by Kevin Eichner
West Avenue

Sculptor gives form and 
movement to rigid I-Beams

15
Red Corona
by Steve Bickley
Main Street

Painted steel; In astronomy, 
a corona is the gaseous 
envelope around the sun 
and other stars

16
Pondering Spot
by Dean Curfman
J.E. Broyhill Park

Don’t miss this one! When you 
find it, Have a seat and enjoy.

17
Talisman
by Scott Strader
J.E. Broyhill Park

Aluminum; a talisman is 
thought to have magic powers 
or bring luck

18
The Last of 
the Spokane**
by Griffin Chiles
Lenoir Post Office

one of a series of Native 
American portraits by this 
artist showing the nobility 
and inner strength of a 
beleaguered people

19
Mosaic Triptych
by Debbie Van Ordstrad
Family Resource Center

Tile; “sculpted” in a special 
project with community 
citizens’ help

20
Stone Bench
by Bob Doster and Dan 
Howachyn – Griffin Realty

Assembled from scrap stone 
and gifted to the Arts Council

Walking Tour of Sculptures 
in the Downtown Lenoir area

*	 Located on public school grounds, open to the public weekdays 	
	 after 4:30 p.m. 	or on weekends only. Please do not visit the schools 	
	 during the school day.

**	Indoor Piece
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The sculptures that are highlighted in this 
walking map are simply a handful of those 
that make up our sculpture collection. To 
view and locate all of the pieces, you may 
visit www.caldwellarts.com/sculpture

While downtown, you will also notice sculptures that are part 
of Tucker’s Gallery. Tucker’s Gallery is a showcase of outdoor 
works created by area sculptors and displayed in downtown 
Lenoir. Each time you visit you may see something “old” 
replaced with something new. Many pieces in Tucker’s Gallery 
are purchased by visitors to the gallery. This outdoor gallery is 
managed by local artists and is not officially affiliated with the 
Caldwell Arts Council. However, you may call the Caldwell Arts 
Council for more information at 828-754-2486.

This map was funded in part by a grant from The Unifour 
Foundation, Inc. A Component Fund of the North Carolina 

Community Foundation.
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